[Acute hepatitis due to carbamazepine (Tegretol). Study of a case and review of the literature].
The case of a 28-year-old epileptic woman, treated for 3 months with carbamazepine and who developed jaundice, fever and exfoliative dermatitis is reported. Biological investigations showed an increase in the activity of serum transaminases and alkaline phosphatases as well as in the blood eosinophilic count. Liver biopsy revealed centrolobular necrosis and cholestasis with portal inflammatory infiltrate. Drug challenge was followed by the rapid recurrence of clinical and biological signs. The definitive outcome was favorable. The analysis of the 12 previously published cases, and particularly the frequency of granulomatous hepatitis, suggests an immunoallergic mechanism for the development of carbamazepine hepatitis.